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Urban & Regional Planning 
major

Course descriptions of  the 
required courses

Total Credit Hours: 39 credits

A. Required Courses (21 credits)
PLN 215  Introduction to Urban and Regional 
Planning
PLN 225 Planning Methods 
PLN 315  Principles of Urban and Regional 
Planning
PLN 325  Maps and Mapmaking using GIS
PLN 340 Land Use Planning and Zoning 
PLN 401 Comprehensive Planning Strategies
PLN 431 Planning Practicum 

B. Electives (18 cr):
Selected by advisement
PLN/GEG 310  Urban Transportation Planning
PLN 341  Housing and Real Estate 
PLN 350  Planning for Sustainable 
Communities
PLN 360  Environmental Impact Assessment
PLN 370  Water Resources Planning
PLN 380  Neighborhood Planning & 
Community Development
PLN 390  Quantitative Methods in Geography 
and Planning
PLN/GEG 405  Urban Analysis using GIS 
PLN 410  Sustainable Transportation Planning
PLN 488  Internship (3 cr maximum)
GEG 305  Principles of Economic Geography
GEG 309  Introduction to Urban Geography 
GEG 425  Fundamentals of GIS
GEG 428 Environmental Assessment & 
Planning Applications in GIS

PLN 215  Introduction to Urban and Regional Planning 
Introduction to the practice, history and theory, critical 
issues, and tools and methods of plan making of urban and 
regional planning. Topics covered include sustainability, land 
use, housing, community and neighborhood planning, and 
transportation.

PLN 225 Planning Methods 
Introduction to urban and regional planning methods and 
techniques commonly used in plan-making. Methodological 
skills, including data collection and analysis; survey design; 
public participation and engagement; the use of technology 
such as GIS, SketchUp, Google Earth, and Excel; public 
speaking; and development of technical writing.

PLN 315  Principles of Urban and Regional Planning
Techniques to determine appropriate site design, use of land, 
and physical development patterns within community 
planning efforts. Methods to inventory existing land uses, 
determine locations for future land uses, and examine tools 
used in the evaluation of sites for development.

PLN 325  Maps and Mapmaking using GIS
Maps as essential form of communication. Geographic 
information systems (GIS) tools for creating digital and 
hardcopy maps. Spatial thinking, concepts, principals and 
methods of mapmaking; map development and display using 
technology.

PLN 340 Land Use Planning and Zoning 
Composition and administration of site plan local laws, 
subdivision regulations, and zoning ordinances and their 
adoption. Practical and legal relationship between current 
planning and long-term planning. New York state legislation, 
including relevant environmental regulations.

PLN 401 Comprehensive Planning Strategies
The role of comprehensive planning as it influences future 
patterns of municipal land use. Techniques for identifying 
issues and reaching consensus on goals for future 
development. Detailed examination of the process of 
preparing and adopting a master plan and stakeholder 
participation, including inter-municipal collaboration.

PLN 431 Planning Practicum 
Capstone experience; students engage in a group project 
focused on applying specific knowledge and skills gained in 
the program to a real world planning problem. Utilizes a 
project-based research approach to identify a problem or 
issue and develop a plan to address it. 

Planning is a discipline that is dedicated to managing effective change and development in a
positive and beneficial manner. Planning has many sub-areas, including land use planning,
transportation planning, and public service planning and economic development. The Urban
and Regional Planning program provides students with a sound, fundamental knowledge of
the planning profession.
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